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Stannington Parish Council  

David Hall, MA, B.Eng (Hons), MCIPR -  Clerk to The Council  
2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland – NE61 5QS E: 

stanningtonpc@aol.com – T: 01670791622 – www.stanningtonpc.co.uk  
  

Minutes of Meeting held  
25 June 2026 

Stannington Village Hall  
6.00pm  

  
Attendance:  
 
R Tolson – in the chair 
S Dickinson  
H Brown 
R Philipson 
S Thompson 
 
D Hall – Clerk  
 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence  
 
M Scott, R Nixon, M Scott, M Buckley, L Dawin – Northumberland County Council 
 
2. Declaration of any interests 
 
None 
 
3. To discuss and agree a response the Community Governance Review 
 
Councillors discussed the interim requests regarding the Community Governance Review.  
 
Response to Northumberland County Council as below: 
 
Thank you for your email regarding some proposals made by other stakeholders regarding 
possible changes to Stannington Parish as part of the consultation for the Community 
Governance Review. You have made us aware of the number of respondents who have made 
representation on the various themes of the proposals. We remain unaware of the source of the 
proposals, whether they come from residents of Stannington or other parishes, businesses or 
parish councils. Even assuming that all eight respondents were discrete (which they may not be) 
and also parish residents, then this would only reflect the views of 0.4% of residents or less, and 
we believe they should be considered in this context. As we have no further context or further 
detail other than that which you have kindle shared for these proposals it is a little difficult to 
comment however based on the information made available to us our comments are below. 
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1. A boundary changes affecting Stannington Station Road 

Thank you for sharing the map below which shows the extent of Station Road and the parish 
boundary arrangements as they are and as they could be.  

 

Whilst the vast majority of Station Road lies within Stannington Parish circa six properties lie to 
the west of the boundary and were built many years ago in the former Wansbeck District Council 
area which was un-parished. The established boundary has existed for over one hundred years 
and follows natural geographical features and ends at the 30mph limit. The properties were built 
in the former Wansbeck area, would have paid taxes to that council and had an affinity to it and 
its successor Bedlington Town Council and the new Town Council ward of West Bedlington. From 
a practical perspective a boundary change would either need a small diversion to loop in these 
properties (not aligned to any geographic features) or as you have shown, a significant move 
westward to align with the A192 and field boundary lines. Unless the County Council Wards were 
also adjusted these properties would be represented by a different County Councillor to all other 
residents of the parish. It also feels inappropriate to make this change if the residents themselves 
have not been consulted. To make such a change would set a precedent across the whole of 
Northumberland for moving multiple parish boundaries where properties lie either side of the 
boundary line where there is a view that they should move to the other side.  

The crux of this issue for Stannington Parish Council is about whether this suggested change has 
come from the six properties and ten electors or other respondents. If it has come from the 
residents of the relevant properties, then the Parish Council would support the residents if they 
believe they would be better suited in the parish and would welcome them as residents and 
electors. Should this not be the case then we could not support this if it meant these properties 
being moved into another parish without their consent.  
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2. Warding of the parish 

Stannington Parish is currently a single entity with no wards. A considerable number of years ago 
it was divided into two wards and through consultation these were removed because many 
residents found it confusing as to which ward they were in more generally and also at election 
time. To introduce wards now would be to reverse a previous view of residents. 
 
As you are aware the criteria for eligibility to stand as a councillor are: 
 
That you meet at least one of the following four qualifications: 

 
a) You are, and will continue to be, registered as a local government elector for the parish in 

which you wish to stand from the day of your nomination onwards. 
b) You have occupied as owner or tenant any land or other premises in the parish area during 

the whole of the 12 months before the day of your nomination and the day of election. 
c) Your main or only place of work during the 12 months prior to the day of your nomination 

and the day of election has been in the parish area. 
d) You have lived in the parish area or within three miles of it during the whole of the 12 

months before the day of your nomination and the day of election. 
 
The criteria above means that even if wards were introduced then candidates could stand for the 
council which would be unaffected by any warding arrangements and in the case of b, c and d 
they do not even need to live in the parish as long as the above criteria is met. Equally if the 
proposers of this change are under the belief that warding will restrict candidates to living in the 
ward that is not the case either so long as they meet the above criteria. 
 
In terms of representing the electorate Stannington Parish Councillors have always represents 
the views of all electors regardless of their location in the parish and held themselves personal 
accountability for all residents and locations rather than specific geographic areas of the Parish. 
There is a risk that if warding were introduced then this situation could be eroded. The Parish 
Council believes that whilst warding has its place in dividing a county like Northumberland (to 
reflect communities with similar interest), that to introduce wards within Stannington Parish would 
create unnecessary division for a parish that is currently united as a single parish area and a 
single community of interest. For the reasons stated above the Parish Council does not support 
the warding of the parish.  
 

3. Reducing the number of Parish Council seats 
 
The current number of Councillors is 8 and this has been the case for many years. The Council 
has always had a full quota of Councillors. Northumberland County Council carried out a localised 
CGR in 2023 and recommended that for councils with between 501 and 2500 the appropriate 
Councillor allocation should be between 6 and 12. The number of councillor’s for Stannington 
currently lies comfortably within that range just below the mid-point. Reducing the number of 
councillors would increase the risk of achieving a quorum at times of holiday etc. It is also 
important to note that the parish covers a wide geographic area and to have 8 councillors gives 
the best opportunity for candidates from across this broad geographical area. Given the above 
the above the Parish Council does not support a reduction the number of allocated councillors. 
 
 

4. Merging or grouping with Whalton Parish Council 
 
Stannington Parish covers a large geographic area as does Whalton. The map below shows the 
boundaries and number of electors in 2025. 
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To merge the parishes has a number of significant consequences.  
 
Stannington Parish and Whalton Parish have very different geographies, heritage and needs and 
both have their own communities of interest. A single parish council area would cover a an 
extremely large geographic area, bringing together two communities with very different interests, 
needs, heritage and planning perspectives.  
 
It is believed that the Stannington boundary has existed for over 100 years.  
 
Stannington Parish have a Neighbourhood plan that clearly sets out the distinct character of the 
parish and it appears that Whalton are currently in the process of developing a plan. Whilst there 
were grants for the preparation of a plan this is no longer the case and the last plan for Stannington 
cost circa £15,000. The Stannington is valid until 2031. Any merger in parishes would trigger a 
requirement for a new single plan and associated costs and a new referendum across all 
residents. The costs would need to be borne by all residents of a new parish through the 
precepting process.  
 
The precepts and band D charge in 2025-26 for each parish is set out below: 
 

 

Whalton Parish 
425 Electors (2025) 

Stannington Parish 
2014 Electors (2025) 
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As can be seen above, assuming a new parish council levied a precept equal to the sum of the 
two current precepts the impact in council taxpayers for a band D Charge is a 4.59% reduction 
for Stannington and a 21.21% increase for Whalton. Such a significant change feels unfair and 
inequitable in challenging economic times, particularly as the residents of Whalton may be 
completely unaware of the proposals. This is particular the case given the extremely small number 
of respondents requesting this change and the fact that wider residents nor either parish council 
has asked for this change. 
 
We note the comment that “Stannington works closely with Whalton Parish, and that meetings of 
the two parish councils can sometimes clash, making it difficult for the local County Councillor to 
attend both”. There is only one occasion in the last ten years that the parishes have worked 
together relating to a wind farm application. We are not aware of any issues for the incumbent 
County Councillor who regularly attends our meetings, and we believe also attends Whalton 
Parish Council meetings too. We are no aware that our meetings clash but if this were a significant 
issue we would work with Whalton to address this, were there a significant need. Indeed, we 
believe that our County Councillor does a great job working collaboratively with us and other 
parishes whilst recognising their different identities and needs. There will be many county 
councillors whose wards are made up of two or more parishes, but this should not be a driver for 
merging parishes just because of potential meeting clashes. 
 
Stannington Parish has 8 seats and Whalton has 6 seats. Assuming that the new council 
remained at 8 councillors for example (i.e. within the suggested range) there is a very high 
likelihood that the number of councillors from the existing Whalton area would be significantly less 
than at present given the 4:1 ratio of electors between parishes and indeed it is eminently possible 
that there could be none at all from the existing Whalton Parish and vice-versa. 
 
Stannington Parish Council have not been able to discuss this proposed change with Whalton 
Parish Council and there is also concern that the vast majority of residents of either parish will 
have no idea at all of the proposal or the implications of it as well as the costs involved in making 
the change and the legal ramifications of merging two parishes. We therefore strongly object to 
this change.  
 
It is our feeling therefore that should the CGR Group feel this proposal is to be considered further 
a much broader engagement with both parish councils should be held and that residents should 
all have a say and be fully informed of what is being proposed by such a small number of 
respondents and the implications of this proposal.  
This is a very serious proposal with significant implications and should not be carried forward 
based on the views of a limited number of consultees. 
 
Given the above the above the Parish Council does not support a merger with Whalton. 
 
 
Signed:      Chairman       Dated:         
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Stannington Parish Council   
 

David Hall, MA, B.Eng (Hons), MCIPR -  Clerk to The Council   
2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland – NE61 5QS E:  

stanningtonpc@aol.com – T: 01670791622 – www.stanningtonpc.co.uk   
   

Minutes of Meeting held  29 
June 2026  

Stannington Village Hall   
6.00pm   

   
Attendance:   
  
R Tolson – in the chair  
S Dickinson   
M Scott   
H Brown  
R Philipson  
S Thompson  
  
  
D Hall – Clerk   
  
  
1. To receive apologies for absence   
  
R Nixon, M Scott, M Buckley, L Dawin – Northumberland County Council  
  
Declaration of any interests  
  
None  
  
3. Approval of Annual Accounts.   
  
Annual Audit - Members noted that the internal audit of accounts was complete and no issues 
raised. The AGAR and reconciliation were circulated. For approval.  
  
Members considered the Annual Governance Statement and agreed that this be signed by the 
Chair and Clerk. Note that in 2024-25 Electors had 31 days rather than 30.   
  
Members considered the Annual Accounting Statements and agreed that this be signed by the 
Chair and Clerk.  
  
  
  
Signed:          Chairman          Dated:          
 
 
 


