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Stannington Parish Council  

David Hall, MA, B.Eng (Hons), MCIPR -  Clerk to The Council  
2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland – NE61 5QS E: 

stanningtonpc@aol.com – T: 01670791622 – www.stanningtonpc.co.uk  
  

Minutes of Annual Meeting 
held  

12 May 2026 
St Mary’s Village Hall  

5.00pm  
 

Attendance:  
 
R Tolson – in the chair 
H Brown 
S Thompson 
S Dickinson 
R Nixon 
M Buckley  
M Scott 
R Philipson 
L Darwin – Northumberland County Council 
 
D Hall – Clerk  
 
 
No members of the public present 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence  
 
None 
 
2. Declaration of any interests 
 
None 
 
3. Minutes of the 2025 Annual Parish Meeting 
 
Noted that these were presented to the next general meeting in 2025 and approved and that 
there being no matters arising were noted.  
 
4. Chairmans Annual Report 
 
The last 12 months have been relatively quiet compared to previous years; however, the 
Parish Council have still been very busy. 
 
Part of Councillors’ duties includes regularly consulting on planning applications and a major 
part of our time in this area has been with the Whitehouse Farm Centre applications. This 
situation is complex and ongoing, and we have employed a Planning Consultant to provide 
expertise and aid with future appeals. We remain committed to supporting good applications 
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but are always aware of our responsibilities regarding the neighbourhood plan and 
maintaining the aesthetics of the old part of the village. 
 
We have also continued to support residents with issues regarding the access road to the 
Netherton Park development which is also ongoing and we are waiting for NCC to arrange a 
meeting with us.  
 
Concerns have also been raised with other traffic issues. We met last summer with Neil 
Snowdon of NCC and discussed the junction of Blagdon Lane with the Old A1 which is 
increasingly busy and becoming dangerous. We also discussed with him, the southern slip 
road of the A1 into the village, which is a major concern regarding speeding and traffic going 
down it the wrong way to access the A1. We are still awaiting further contact regarding these 
issues which were frustratingly part of last year’s report. Various suggestions have been 
raised regarding the slip road, and the Parish Council feels that a public consultation is 
required as well as consultation with NCC. The last thing we want to do is to interfere with 
bus services into the village, something that has been a challenge over the last few years. 
 
There are also ongoing concerns regarding parking on Church Road and in The Glebe at the 
school drop off and pick up times. This is despite the school doing their best to encourage 
children to walk, scoot or cycle and arranging for a coffee van in the village hall car park. 
The Parish Council aims to support all the different areas and institutions of the parish and 
some of these in the last 12 months include the following. 
 
We continue to support our First School by providing funding for trips to places like Beamish, 
the Roman Army Museum and Bamburgh. We also fund their use of the village hall.  
Support was given to the church by providing funding to run a Christmas lunch for the elderly. 
We also lay a wreath at the water fountain and in the church on Remembrance Sunday. 
The Parish Council has recently funded a new fence surrounding the children’s play area in 
Beechlea. 
 
The Parish Council also aims to keep the parish well maintained and has provided new seats 
in various places around the parish, including within the cemetery and new notice boards at 
St Mary’s Netherton Park and Hepscott Park.  
 
The Parish Council intends to take on the tenancy of the Hearse House located at the bottom 
of the Village Hall car park, from Blagdon Estate. The Hearse House is a Grade 2 listed 
building, and the council does not wish it to fall into a poorer state of repair than it already is 
in. We have employed an architect who specialises in heritage projects to put forward plans 
for its repair and refurbishment, and this is an ongoing project. 
 
Councillors are always on the lookout for new potholes, fly tipping and damage to signs and 
infrastructure within the parish and are constantly reporting them to the County Council 
The Parish Council voted to reduce the parish precept as our portion of Council Tax, and this 
equates to a small cut. Our portion of the council tax has not increased for 10 years, 
something we are proud of.  
 
Our thanks go to County Councillor Lyle Darwin for his continued support and also for holding 
further parish surgeries for residents which will hopefully become a regular fixture. 
 
Thanks especially, on behalf of Parish Councillors go to our Clerk David Hall for his 
dedication, expertise and guidance on many issues over the years. 
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We are honoured to have the privilege of being Parish Councillors and look forward to another 
busy year supporting local residents and safeguarding our beautiful parish of Stannington. 
 
Signed:      Chairman       Dated:         
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Stannington Parish Council  

David Hall, MA, B.Eng (Hons), MCIPR -  Clerk to The Council  
2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland – NE61 5QS E: 

stanningtonpc@aol.com – T: 01670791622 – www.stanningtonpc.co.uk  
  

Minutes of Annual Meeting 
held  

12 May 2026 
St Mary’s Village Hall  

5.00pm  
 

Attendance:  
 
R Tolson – in the chair 
H Brown 
S Thompson 
S Dickinson 
R Nixon 
M Buckley  
M Scott 
R Philipson 
L Darwin – Northumberland County Council 
 
No members of the public present 
 
1. To receive apologies for absence  
 
None 
 
2. Declaration of any interests 
 
None 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
3. Election of Chairman 
 
Councillor Dickinson nominated Councillor Tolson and this was seconded by Councillor 
Philipson, there being no other nominations Councillor Tolson was duly elected as 
Chairman for the ensuing year. 
 
4. Election of Vice- Chairman 
 
Councillor Tolson nominated Councillor Dickinson and this was seconded by Councillor 
Thompson, there being no other nominations Councillor Dickinson was duly elected as 
Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. 
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5. Minutes of the 2025 Annual General Meeting 
 
Noted that these were presented to the next general meeting in 2025 and approved and that 
there being no matters arising were noted.  
 
6. Minutes of the previous general meeting 
 
Agreed as a true record 
 
7. Matters arising 
 
Councillors discussed the ongoing issues relating to planning enforcement and Councillor 
Darwin explained the ongoing process and dialogue with Northumberland County Council. It 
was agreed that the situation be monitored and if the outcome was unsatisfactory then options 
to raise this were the annual meeting with Northumberland County Council or at a normal 
Northumberland County Council meeting via a public question.  
 
8. Development Control 
 
Councillors considered planning applications - unless otherwise stated no objection was 
raised 
 
Tree Preservation Order: T1 Willow - Crown reduce by 2m to 5.5m and reshape - general 
tree husbandry, T2 Oak - Fell, T3 Birch - Fell, T4 Oak - reduce scaffold limbs above fork 
unions at approximately 7m and 8m and remove dead limb to alleviate weight from crown and 
reduce windsail and breaking branches - tree husbandry, T5 Oak - remove side leader back 
to main stem at site of bark inclusion, Crown reduce remaining tree by 1.75m to 8.75m to 
alleviate weight and rebalance crown - tree maintenance 
South Fields Tranwell Woods Northumberland NE61 6AQ 
Ref. No: 26/01614/FELTPO  
 
Erection of 7 single storey dwellings (Use Class C3) with associated access, parking, 
landscaping, drainage infrastructure and all other ancillary works. 
Land West Of Furrow Grove Station Road Stannington Northumberland NE61 6FB 
Ref. No: 26/01393/FUL  
 
The Parish Council strongly objects to the proposal in principle. The site lies outside the 
settlement inset and within the Green Belt. It is therefore not a simple infill opportunity within 
the village envelope, but development in the countryside and Green Belt which falls to be 
assessed against the development plan and the current National Planning Policy Framework 
(December 2024). Paragraph 142 of the Framework states that the Government attaches 
great importance to Green Belts and that their essential characteristics are openness and 
permanence. Paragraph 143 identifies, amongst the purposes of Green Belt, checking 
unrestricted sprawl, preventing neighbouring settlements from merging, and safeguarding 
the countryside from encroachment. Those policy objectives are directly engaged here. The 
planning history is also highly material. Permission has previously been refused for residential 
development on this land, first for 6 bungalows and then for a substantially larger scheme of 
30 dwellings, and the appeal against refusal of the 30-dwelling proposal was dismissed. That 
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history carries significant weight because it demonstrates that the principle of residential 
development on this site has already been examined and found unacceptable. 
 
The applicant appears to rely on the recently introduced concept of grey belt. However, the 
December 2024 Framework defines grey belt in Annex 2 as land within the Green Belt 
comprising previously developed land and/or other land that does not strongly contribute to 
purposes (a), (b) or (d) in paragraph 143, subject also to the exclusions identified in national 
policy. Updated national Planning Practice Guidance makes clear that identifying land as grey 
belt does not automatically mean it should be released from the Green Belt or that planning 
permission should be granted. The question remains whether the site genuinely meets the 
policy definition and whether development would be acceptable having regard to the wider 
Green Belt, sustainability and all other relevant development plan and material considerations. 
On the information available, those tests are not met here. 
 
The Parish Council is particularly concerned that the site was previously a grass field and that 
its present unkempt appearance appears to have arisen only after the applicant bulldozed the 
land. A site should not be rendered artificially unattractive in an attempt to strengthen a grey 
belt argument. 
 
Furthermore, approval of this scheme would not be a self-contained or neutral decision. It 
would extend built form beyond the settlement inset into the Green Belt, erode the distinction 
between the settlement and the open countryside, and create an obvious precedent for 
further development of the wider infill land beyond. In the Parish Council's view, this would 
open the way for a further 20 or more dwellings on land that is likewise outside the inset and 
within the Green Belt. That cumulative impact is a material planning concern and would cause 
substantial harm to the character, openness and permanence of this part of the Green Belt.  
 
For all of these reasons, including conflict with Policy 8 of the Stannington Parish 
Neighbourhood Plan, conflict with the current National Planning Policy Framework, the site's 
planning history, the dismissed appeal, and the clear risk of precedent and cumulative harm. 
 
Window replacement and garden room. 
Ashpool House West Duddo Stannington Morpeth Northumberland NE61 6BD 
Ref. No: 26/01172/FUL  
 
Discharge of Condition 3 (Finishing Details) of approved application 25/02051/LBC 
The Old Vicarage Church Road Stannington Northumberland NE61 6HP 
Ref. No: 26/01145/DISCON · Received: Tue 31 Mar 2026 · Validated: Tue 31 Mar 2026 
 
Note:  
Notices of appeal – none  
Notices of enquiry – none  
Other notices  
 
9. Finance 
 
The following income and payment of accounts were noted and approved:  
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Income: £19000 precept 
 
Balances: 
 
BOI £43,486.84 
Lloyds £10350.00 
 
 
Chq  Payee  Details  Amount £  
DD Anglian Water Water bill 242.76 
1468 Village Hall Rent 23.00 
1469 Blagdon Rent 420.00 
1470 Blagdon Rent 75.00 
1471 D Turnbull Tree work 360.00 
1472 Clear Mgt Insurance Annual premium 2792.53 
1473 Northern Services Play area repairs 820.12 
1474 NALC Subscriptions 553.12 

  
 
Resolved that: The payments listed be approved   
 
10. Correspondence 
 
All correspondence noted and actioned unless indicated otherwise:  
 

• Mr Walton – request for dog and litter signs. – agreed. Information relating to fence – 
actioned 

• Mr Hall – Stannington Station Planning Application – support objection 
• Mr Branch – seat request 
• Cllr Darwin – outcome of consultation re traffic calming on Station Road – 

consultation response threshold not met. 
 
11. Other urgent business 
 

• Two new bins and seats delivered, Cllr Dickinson and Thompson to agree locations 
 
 
 
Signed:      Chairman       Dated:         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


