Stannington Parish Council
David Hall MA., PGC., B.Eng (Hons), N. Dip. M. – Clerk to the Council 

2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland

NE61 5QS – Tel/Fax 01670 791622

Email: StanningtonPC@Aol.Com
Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting

15th May 2013
Stannington Village Hall - 7.00pm

Attendance:



Clr K Carins – in the chair




Clr H Brown

Clr D Strachan

`

Clr S Dickinson



Clr Rev A Gregory
D Hall – Clerk

1. Apologies

Clr P Smith
Clr Armstrong – Northumberland County Council

2. Minutes of the previous meeting held 16th May 2012
Agreed as a true record (notes that these were reviewed at the meeting following the AGM in 2012)
3. Matters arising

None

4. Chairmans report

This has been a very busy but exciting year for Stannington Parish Council. We have seen the Jubilee Celebrations which even the weather couldn’t spoil, the visit by Princess Anne for the opening of Northumberlandia, another very successful village show and the re-instatement of South Park at Blagdon. The recent visit by Nigel Farage was very interesting, the first time a party leader has addressed Stannington Parish.

A major part of our duties involves consulting on some very contentious planning applications;

· The telecommunications mast at Stannington Services that we successfully stopped.
· Well Hill Open cast mine, which despite very serious highway safety concerns was approved. We requested conditions in mitigation and a liaison group will be organised.

· We are currently opposing the application for 4 wind turbines at Tranwell Airfield. A decision on this application will decided by July.

Other duties around the Parish have included;

· Supporting the village hall with a grant.

· Maintaining and improving the grounds across the Parish with the help of our handyman and external contractors.

· Working with the local authority to manage grass cutting, refuse collections and the infrastructure of the Parish.

The various meetings we have all attended from Liaison Committees to Road Safety meetings have helped maintain the good relationships that the Parish Council has with all outside bodies. We have seen presentations from Banks, Bellway and by children within the Parish. 

The speed awareness signs are proving a very valuable asset to the Parish and it is hoped that another permanent sign may be purchased with the help of Councillor Armstrong.

Consulting on the Core Strategy has been a sharp learning curve for those councillors involved; it has shown how important it is to contribute to the C.S. as NCC can get things very wrong. Rural villages were pushed to the back of the CS and it took all the rural PC’S, with some help from the Town Councils to make NCC listen and change the policies to help our rural communities. We caused a mini revolution! The PC’S are influencing the proposed policies for Wind farms and Opencasts, housing, the Green belt, and transport and how we shop. Our Neighbourhood Plan will run alongside the Core Strategy and for the first time, we will have a very real say in what happens within our Parish. I am really excited about being involved in the NP. The invitation from Morpeth Town Council to observe their NP meetings has been extremely helpful.

However Northumberland County Council, does not yet have a workable wind farm policy, during or after the introduction of NPPF may cause us very real problems with all planning applications in the coming months. With no LDP or Minerals Plan in place they have left a 2 year window for predatory developers to take advantage of the system.

We have a new champion in the form of The Right Honorable Owen Paterson MP,

Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs, he is firmly behind all the Parishes currently fighting onshore wind farms and in helping our farming community. He kindly accepted a letter with all our very real concerns for our Parish. Lord Ridley continues to be very supportive for which we are very grateful.

Everything that has been achieved this year would not have been possible if we did not have a very strong Parish Council. Each councillor can feel very proud of the hard work they have put in this last year. 

Sadly, Eunice Ridley, Jeannie Dungait and David Lea are standing down from the Parish Council.  They have been Parish Councillors for many years and their knowledge and expertise will be sorely missed.   On behalf of all the remaining councillors, the new councillors and the Parish I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank them for all their hard work and commitment to the Parish of Stannington.  We have all learnt that being a PC is no easy task and it is fraught with challenges. The hardest job of all is trying to keep an even balance on all issues.  Sometimes this can be very difficult and our retiring Parish Councillors achieved this with good humour and patience. I expect them to continue keeping us informed of any issues or concerns that they find within the Parish. Maurice continues to care, diligently, for the village despite having to care for his wife who has been very poorly. He has a fan club too! I have been asked to add a Maurice report to my Parish magazine report.

The changes to the code of conduct and what PC’S can and can’t do has been a real bonus particularly in the campaign against the Tranwell Windfarm Application. Parish Councilors no longer feel so impotent; we can campaign and be more pro active.

So finally, thank you so much for all your support and let’s hope we have another successful year.

Signed



Chairman



Date

Stannington Parish Council
David Hall MA., PGC., B.Eng (Hons), N. Dip. M. – Clerk to the Council 

2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland

NE61 5QS – Tel/Fax 01670 791622

Email: StanningtonPC@Aol.Com
Minutes of Annual General Meeting

15th May 2013

Stannington Village Hall - 7.00pm

Attendance:



Clr K Carins – in the chair




Clr H Brown

Clr D Strachan

`

Clr S Dickinson



Clr Rev A Gregory
D Hall – Clerk

5. Apologies

Clr P Smith

Clr Armstrong – Northumberland County Council

6.Code of conduct

All councillors present signed their acceptance of office in the presence of the clerk as the proper officer of the council.
In addition councillors considered whether to adopt the Northumberland Association of Local Councils code of Conduct or whether to write a specific one for the council. 

Resolved that: the council adopt the Northumberland model. (attached appendix A, A1 and B)

Members also completed their declarations of interest for forwarding to the monitoring office.

7. Election of chairman

Proposed that Clr Carins be elected by Clr Dickinson and seconded by Clr Brown. 

Resolved that Clr Carins be elected chairman

8. Election of vice-chairman

Proposed that Clr Strachan be elected by Clr Carins and seconded by Clr Rev Gregory. 

Resolved that Clr Strachan be elected vice-chairman
9. Minutes of the previous meeting held 16th May 2012

Agreed as a true record (notes that these were reviewed at the meeting following the AGM in 2012)

10. Matters arising

None

11. Minutes of the previous meeting held 20th March 2013
Agreed as a true record 

12. Matters arising

Members agreed that something should be done to recognise the service of former Councillors Ridley, Lea and Dungait. It was noted that none whished to receive a gift. 
Resolved that: at the next meeting the council formallyrecord a resolution to recognise this service and thatsuch minute to be produced in illuminated format and presented at the September meeting. In addition some flowering bulbs be planted to mark the occasion in the village of Stannington.
The clerk updated members on the proposals to complete the playing field drainage and repairs.
13. Reports of outside bodies
Glororum 

During the schools Easter Holidays the County Council came and filled in the many potholes on the Glororum route. They caused much confusion to the holiday traffic visiting The Whitehouse Farm and to the Construction traffic – in hindsight they should have liaised with both and closed the route for a few hours as the verges have been further damaged by vehicles trying to pass the Council wagons.  They have made a better, more permanent job than they did last Autumn and Cllr Brown was able to meet with the gentleman in charge of the team, Glen Harrison. He had recently assessed the route with Hargreaves (Well Hill Surface Mine) and was appalled at how much more the road had deteriorated in that short time – indeed he said they would have to assess it again and Hargreaves were not happy about Bellway’s Construction traffic using the same route but not being held responsible for the maintenance.

Unfortunately in repairing the route they have also widened it in some places and we inspected these areas with Glen Harrison who agreed that the verges would be reinstated. He agreed that if 2 wagons perceived there to be more room to pass then when there isn’t enough room then the verges would be further pushed back into the ditches.   He also would like a multi department site meeting to assess the route, the damage being done to the route and traffic calming measures.

Clr Brown also wrote to our MP concerning the route. 

The flashing 30 returned at the beginning of May and the speed/counting tapes were removed so hopefully we will have those results shortly. Glen Harrison mentioned that the Council would discount the count results during the school holidays although Clr Brown pointed out that school holidays are over 25% of the year plus there are many school trips to The Whitehouse Farm in term time and therefore the results should not be ignored.

Many locals who regularly speed through Glororum and one such local has started to make this personal by using rude gestures if he sees a resident and also going even faster if he notices anyone on the roadside.  This has been reported to the Police, who have received many complaints about this dangerous driving.

St Marys
The new Bellway  Stannington Park is now under construction. This name, which appears on all the marketing material, is just for prospective buyers to recognize the location. It is a temporary name. The first occupants will be in by Christmas this year; further building is currently underway and each cul- de- sac will be phased in one at a time. Ravensworth will be the show house in July. The building will be worked from the outside into the site for health and safety reasons, it will be sequential. Rivergreen will be contacted to establish their plans for the pub and the offices. The 12 discounted market value houses will also be available , Autumn next year, once the Gastro pub is in place.The community centre will be in place very quickly, a management committee needs to be establish to look at funding etc. Catraw Burn has had overhanging branches removed but the debris was left and the burn is blocking again. All the signs around the Villas etc has been re-instated. A site visit is going to be organized within the next 6 weeks. The phone problems have been resolved. The public right of way is to be looked at re flooding. Generator noise will cease within 6-8 weeks as services will be in place. The site traffic should be entering the site no earlier than 7.30am and leaving no later than 6.30pm. Saturday the times are 8am-1pm. 

Next meeting 24th July 

The marketing brochure highlights Stannington School as the Parish school. As space at the school is an issue now, and may worsen if new children from this development wish to attend Stannington School, the Parish Council has asked Guy Opperman MP for his advice. He has agreed to meet with Headmistress Helen Stokoe, and the council chairman to discuss her concerns and put pressure on Northumberland County Council to help alleviate the problem. Councilor Eileen Armstrong will also attend. 
Safety Issues
Clr Carins met Neil Snowdon, Transport Projects Officer of the Project Planning Team - Traffic Safety, Northumberland County Council. They looked around the village at the various problems. The school, parking and the turning point were our main concerns. The yellow zig zags are badly eroded and need re-doing and the turning point is in a dreadful state. The school warning signs were inadequate and replacing them with much more visible yellow signs was suggested. The "no parking" at certain times is not being adhered to so that is something the safety officer is going to address. We will work with Mrs Stokoe and the County Council to ensure that all the safety measures implemented are adhered to. Councillor Eileen Armstrong has been working hard to get the turning point resurfaced and the Parish Council has also been chasing this. Last Year, Clr Armstong and Clr Carins spent an hour, observing the school traffic and the dangerous parking and turning during the morning drop off of the school children. They had a safety officer present; it was quite a worrying experience. Measures were implemented but they have not totally solved the problem. Glororum also requires better signage and the passing points may need to be re-instated. A permanent speed awareness sign may be considered. Pot holes are slowly being addressed.

Stannington  Station
There have been no meetings. The road is still in a bad state of repair and Railtrack have been warned, twice, for parking on the grass verges, they have caused more damage. 

Kyloe House

There have been no further meetings to date. There has been no further news re the closure of the open unit.

Northumberlandia
Northumberlandia will soon have a new information centre and café which will make everybody’s experience even better. The visitor numbers have exceeded 58,000 since the attraction opened in September. The expected 200,000 visitors per year target should be met. A dog bin has been funded by the Rotary Club and will be emptied by the Cramlington Town Council. The signage is ready to be erected, funding for these has come from Cramlington Town Council (£12,000) and Banks and Blagdon (£3,000). The terrible conditions, over the past 6 months, have caused very little damage to the land form. It was closed for only 2 days due to sheet ice. Paths are causing a few issues but these should be resolved shortly. The on site staff have been praised for their hard work and their dealings with the public. Volunteers have also proved a big success. The donation scheme instead of car parking fees is working extremely well; people often donate extra when they leave the site. Gift Aid is to be considered. The international reach has been considerable; more “red nose” type events are planned. The Race for Life will take place on the lady on 23rd May, it is a test run for other events and is organized by Northumberland Sport. There are no litter bins and to date this has worked well. Concerns for the pedestrians crossing from Cramlington was discussed, safety will be addressed there,  Cramlington Town Council will look into this. Next meeting 15th October

Brenkley
Unfortunately Clr Carins was unable to attend the last meeting. 
Next meeting 1st July

Well Hill
Hargreaves is hoping to attend the May PC meeting to report their progress and to form a liaison committee. This has attendance has not been confirmed.

TWAG
Joe Nugent has confirmed that the Council had sought written agreement from the applicant to an extension of time until July.  There are objections from Newcastle International Airport and from the Ministry of Defence and the applicant is seeking to resolve those matters. Other than that there is no further information expected from the applicant.

He now has all of the information necessary to make a decision on the application.  Joe is involved in defending the appeal decision of the Council for the Fenrother Appeal. The appeal timetable was currently being discussed with the applicants at Fenrother and they were anticipating a public inquiry in about June/July 2013. Joe was asked what the implications were of the Fenrother appeal in determining the Tranwell application. He advised that the Council's decision on Tranwell would have to consider Fenrother as a live application until the determination of the appeal. It would therefore be taken into account in respect of cumulative impact of the turbines on the landscape. He felt that if a decision was made by the Council on Tranwell either before, during or shortly after the inquiry for Fenrother then the Inspector (in the Fenrother appeal) would need to consider that as a material consideration in judging the appeal. Joe has made no judgement yet on Tranwell. He does not want any of us to conclude that because the Council had requested an extension of time and that he was discussing committee dates that it suggests in any way that the Council are looking to recommend approval. Likewise, he could not confirm whether he would be refusing the application. An update on progress will be clearer in June if a decision had not already been made by that point. The public will be able to view his report a week in advance of the Planning Committee.

TWAG are seeking a public meeting and we hope Councillor Armstrong will support the Parish Councils for their request for one. 

TWAG’s representation has now been lodged with Northumberland County Council and is now in the public domain. TWAG are supporting Fenrother at their curry evening on May 13th. The  Murder Mystery on the 18th is the next fund raising event for TWAG.

Neighbourhood Planning Training
The meeting for the NP training is 28th May at 7pm in the Village Hall.

Stannington Village Hall
The village hall has had a good year with high regular and one off incomestreams. Repairs and energy costs are challenging bank balances. At the recent AGM there was no change in officers. Discussions on Wifi areongoing.
Handyman
Mr Stewart’s wife has been in hospital recently and has been quite seriously ill.  Due to this, he has had other personal things to deal with rather than Parish matters.  Fortunately his wife is now back at home and is recovering well.

The councils best wished go out to them both.

There is therefore little to report for this meeting apart from the following:

· Clearing up litter and rubbish dropped around various areas in the Parish.  There has been a significant increase in litter, bottles and cans in particular are on the increase, as well as fast food containers

· Clearing gullies and drains where possible to prevent flooding

· Tidying up cemetery and topping up graves with soil

· Tidying up footpaths and verges where possible following major works carried out by Clancy Docwra on Church Road

Clifton

The speed / counting tapes have now been removed from Clifton but as yet the data is not available.

The inter active speed signs have recommenced their rotations  for 2013 & following discussion with Solagen,  the signs will automatically be rotated at the end of the year & the Parish Council will be notified in good time of the cost for the  coming year.

The planning application for Clifton Garden Nursery site for a slate/ tiled roof was withdrawn from the April meeting due to a failure from NCC to notify all objectors.

The application should be heard in June but we await notification.

Loansdean housing battle resumes. Bellway were refused permission to build 200 homes on a Greenfield site. They challenged the decision in the High Court & the Planning Inspectorate conceded the case over a dispute on affordable housing. There will now be a second planning inquiry.  In addition Bellway have submitted a new application for 186 houses on the site.

The comment by the original inspector that the housing scheme was outside the settlement boundary was not challenged, so the South Morpeth Coalition is hopeful that the new planning inspector will agree with that decision.

Top of Form

Clrs Brwon and Strachan went to a meeting in Hepscott Village hall on Wednesday 24th April with the Northumbria Community Speed watch Officers. Basically, volunteers are needed to train to use a mobile speed camera in their locality to monitor the speed of cars in their community. It is only applicable in 30MPH areas so for Stannington Parish that is Glororum, Clifton & Stannington Village.  The application forms have to be delivered by May 17th. There will be an interview, vetting & training if one is selected. 


14. Finance

The following income accounts were approved:
Income

Interest  March £1.94
Interest April  £2.42
Precept £10,112.00
Cemetery Fees £875.00
The following payments were approved:

	Chq
	Payee
	Details
	Amount

	866
	THC Contracts 
	Grounds work and cemetery contract
	5436.00

	867
	Tree surgeons
	Tree work
	420.00

	868
	M Stewart
	Salary
	160.00

	869
	CANCELLED
	
	

	870
	Gusthart
	Mower repair
	75.96

	871
	NALC
	Subs
	272.93

	872
	Greens
	Plants etc
	70.25

	873
	Community Action Northumberland
	Donation
	100.00

	874
	VR Estate
	Rent
	340.00

	875
	VR 1965
	Rent
	50.00

	876
	AON
	Insurance
	1842.86


Members discussed the potential to support the village show. Clrs Dickinson and Carins declared an interest in this item and took no part in discussions. 
Resolved that: a pledge of £250 be made towards the costs of running the show  for insurance.

Members discussed the salary for the handyman in relation to RPIand market forces and agreed to increase the hourly rate to £8.00
15. Development Control

	Application
	Address
	Detail
	Decision

	13/1294
	Sewage works from St Marys to Stannington Village
	Pipeline works
	D Hall declaredan interest. No objection


Notices of appeal – none

Notices of enquiry – none

16. Correspondence

Noted unless otherwise indicated:
· Love Northumberland Awards
· Sale and partners – store rental

· Village Hall – thanks for donation

17. Meeting times

A discussion took place in relation to timing of meetings.

Resolved that: Meetings be scheduled forthe2nd Wednesday in the months of July, September, November, January, March and May.
18. Any other business

· Litter bin atclifton requires emptying and will be reported to Northumberland County Council 
Signed



Chairman



Date
Appendix A
Northumberland ALC model code of conduct for local councils

Introduction

Pursuant to section 27 of the Localism Act 2011, Atannington Parish Council (‘the Council’) has adopted this Code of Conduct to promote and maintain high standards of behaviour by its members and co-opted members whenever they conduct the business of the Council, including the business of the office to which they were elected or appointed, or when they claim to act or give the impression of acting as a representative of the Council. 

This Code of Conduct is based on the principles of selflessness, integrity, objectivity, accountability, openness, honesty, and leadership.

Definitions

For the purposes of this Code, a ‘co-opted member’ is a person who is not a member of the Council but who is either a member of any committee or sub-committee of the Council, or a member of, and represents the Council on any joint committee or joint sub-committee of the Council, and who is entitled to vote on any question that falls to be decided at any meeting of that committee or sub-committee. 
For the purposes of this Code, a ‘meeting’ is a meeting of the Council, any of its committees, sub-committees, joint committees or joint sub-committees. 

For the purposes of this Code, and unless otherwise expressed, a reference to a member of the Council includes a co-opted member of the Council.

Member obligations

When a member of the Council acts, claims to act or gives the impression of acting as a representative of the Council, he/she has the following obligations.
1. He/she shall behave in such a way that a reasonable person would regard as respectful.

2. He/she shall not act in a way which a reasonable person would regard as bullying or intimidatory. 

3. He/she shall not behave in a manner which a reasonable person would regard as likely to bring the Council, or his/her office as a member of the Council, into disrepute.

4. He/she shall not seek improperly to confer an advantage or disadvantage on any person.

5. He/she shall use the resources of the Council in accordance with its requirements. 

6. He/she shall not disclose information which is confidential or where disclosure is prohibited by law.

Registration of interests

7. Within 28 days of this Code being adopted by the Council, or the member’s election or the co-opted member’s appointment (where that is later), he/she shall register with the Monitoring Officer the interests which fall within the categories set out in Appendices A and B. 

8. Upon the re-election of a member or the re-appointment of a co-opted member, he/she shall within 28 days re-register with the Monitoring Officer any interests in Appendices A and B. 

9. A member shall register with the Monitoring Officer any change to interests or new interests in Appendices A and B within 28 days of becoming aware of it.

10. A member need only register the existence but not the details of any interest which the Monitoring Officer agrees is a ‘sensitive interest’.  A sensitive interest is one which, if disclosed on a public register, could lead the member or a person connected with the member to be subject to violence or intimidation.

Declaration of interests at meetings

1. Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to an interest in Appendix A the member shall: 

(i)       declare what his/her interest is;  

(ii)      not participate in a discussion or vote on the matter;  

 (iii)      leave the room while the matter is discussed and voted upon.

2. Subject to paragraph 11, where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to an interest in Appendix A which is a sensitive interest, the member shall disclose he/she has an interest but not the nature of it. 

3. Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to an interest in Appendix B, the member: 

a. shall declare what his/her interest is

b. may speak on the matter only if members of the public are also allowed to speak at the meeting

c. shall not vote on the matter.

4. Subject to paragraph 13, where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to an interest in Appendix B which is a sensitive interest, the member shall disclose he/she has an interest but not the nature of it. 

5. Where a matter arises at a meeting which relates to a financial interest of a friend, relative or close associate (other than an interest in Appendix A), the member: 

a. shall disclose the nature of the interest 

b. may speak on the matter only if members of the public are also allowed to speak at the meeting

c. shall not vote on the matter. 

If it is a ‘sensitive interest’ the member shall declare the interest but not the 

nature of the interest.

6. If a Council function can be discharged by the member acting alone, and he/she is aware that they have an interest in Appendices A or B, he/she shall not deal with that matter except to enable the matter to be dealt with by someone else.

Dispensations

7. On a written request made to the Council’s clerk, the Council may grant a member a dispensation to participate in a discussion and vote on a matter at a meeting even if he/she has an interest in Appendices A and B if the Council believes that:
a.  the number of members otherwise prohibited from taking part in the meeting would impede the transaction of the business
b. it is in the interests of the inhabitants in the Council’s area to allow the member to take part or 
c. it is otherwise appropriate to grant a dispensation.
Promotion and maintenance of standards

8. A member shall:

a. familiarise him/herself with the Council’s Code of Conduct and any other policies or standing orders of the Council which relate to members’ conduct

b. support the Council in the promotion of high standards, and in ensuring access by the public to the Council’s records regarding the registration and declarations of members’ interests.

c. ensure that the Council seeks guidance as appropriate, from the Council’s Monitoring Officer, before it makes any material alterations to its Code of Conduct or to any other policies or standing orders of the Council which relate to members’ conduct.
Appendix A1:  Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Interests defined by regulations made under section 30(3) of the Localism Act 2011 and described in the table below.  They include interests which are held by:  the member; his/her spouse or civil partner; a person with whom he/she is living as husband and wife; or a person with whom he/she is living as if they are civil partners, and the member is aware that the other person has the interest.
	Subject
	Description

	Employment, office, trade, profession or vocation
	Any employment, office, trade, profession or vocation carried on for profit or gain.

	Sponsorship
	Any payment or provision of any other financial benefit (other than from the Council) made to the member during the 12 month period ending on the latest date referred to in paragraph 6 above for expenses incurred by him/her in carrying out his/her duties as a member, or towards his/her election expenses.

	
	This includes any payment or financial benefit from a trade union within the meaning of the Trade Union and Labour Relations (Consolidation) Act 1992.

	Contracts
	Any contract made between the member or between his/her spouse or civil partner or the person with whom the member is living as if they were spouses/civil partners (or a body in which such a person is a partner in a firm, a director of an incorporated body or holds the beneficial interest in securities*) and the Council —

	
	(a) under which goods or services are to be provided or works are to be executed; and

	
	(b) which has not been fully discharged.

	Land
	Any beneficial interest in land which is within the area of the Council.

	Licences
	Any licence (alone or jointly with others) to occupy land in the area of the relevant authority for a month or longer.

	Corporate tenancies
	Any tenancy where (to the member’s knowledge)—

	
	(a) the landlord is the Council; and

	
	(b) the tenant is a body in which the member, or his/her spouse or civil partner/ the person with whom the member is living as if they were spouses/civil partners has a beneficial interest.

	Securities
	Any beneficial interest in securities of a body where—

	
	(a) that body (to the member’s knowledge) has a place of business or land in the area of the Council; and

	
	(b) either—

	
	(i) the total nominal value of the securities* exceeds £25,000 or one hundredth of the total issued share capital of that body; or

	
	(ii) if the share capital of that body is of more than one class, the total nominal value of the shares of any one class in which the relevant person has a beneficial interest exceeds one hundredth of the total issued share capital of that class.


*‘Securities’ means shares, debentures, debenture stock, loan stock, bonds, units of a collective investment scheme within the meaning of the Financial Services and Markets Act 2000 and other securities of any description, other than money deposited with a building society.

Appendix B 

An interest which relates to or is likely to affect:

(i) any body of which the member is in a position of general control or management and to which he/she is appointed or nominated by the Council;

(ii) any body—

(a) exercising functions of a public nature;

(b) directed to charitable purposes; or

(c) one of whose principal purposes includes the influence of public opinion or policy (including any political party or trade union) 

of which the member of the Council is a member or in a position of general control or management;

(iii) any person from whom the member has received within the previous three years gifts or hospitality worth more than an estimated value of £50 which the member has received by virtue of his or her office.

Stannington Parish Council
David Hall MA., PGC., B.Eng (Hons), N. Dip. M. – Clerk to the Council 

2 Monmouth Court – Widdrington – Morpeth – Northumberland

NE61 5QS – Tel/Fax 01670 791622

Email: StanningtonPC@Aol.Com
Minutes of Meeting
18th June 2013

Stannington Village Hall - 7.00pm

Attendance:



Clr K Carins – in the chair




Clr H Brown

Clr D Strachan

`

Clr S Dickinson



Clr Rev A Gregory
Clr P Smith

D Hall – Clerk

18. Apologies

Clr Armstrong – Northumberland County Council

19. Co-option of councillors

The council had received two applications for co-option following an advert. Both candidates were individuals who would bring a lot of benefit to the work of the council.

Resolved that Mr Philipson and Mr Smiles be duly co-opted.

20. Neighborhood plan statement approval

Members considered the proposed statement and adopted the following:

Stannington Parish as an electoral division dates back to 1894 and covers a rural area of the former Castle Morpeth District. The market town of Morpeth lies to the north whilst the new town of Cramlington lies to the east and Ponteland to the west. Newcastle and Tyneside lie a few miles to the south of the parish. The main settlement is the village of Stannington with Clifton, Stannington Station, Glororum and St Mary’s forming smaller hamlets in the surrounding countryside. However St Mary’s is set to grow significantly in the coming years.  Population is estimated at circa 2000 with electors around 1100.
There are several former hospital sites in the parish as well as a children’s secure unit.  
The Blagdon Estate, family home of the Ridley family for many generations lies at the heart of the parish with many tenanted properties, farmland, parkland and of course Blagdon Hall. 
 
Much of the commerce in the parish comes from tenant farms, some home working and a significant amount of commuting workers into Newcastle, Morpeth and beyond. A small but growing amount of home working exists across the parish. The vast majority ofresidents comute to work. A small number of farm conversions and market garden type developments provide a good local provision in organic produce.
 
Geographically the parish is divided by the main A1 trunk road from Newcastle to Edinburgh, borders Plessey Woods Country Park and also Northumberlandia, a major landform attraction. The River Blyth crosses the southern edge of the parish. Over recent years significant opencast mining has taken place on the edge of and within the parish with Shotton OCCS being currently in operation.
 
Housing in the parish varies from tenant agricultural workers properties, to Blagdon Hall. Many people liveon the blagdon Estate either as workers orretired workers. A mix of private housing, social housing and small holdings make up the remainder of the housing stock and construction materials generally mimic traditional Northumberland materials such as stone, slate and red brick. 

Incomes acrossthe parish vary significantly from those with relativelylow incomes to those with professional backgrounds.
 
The complex and very unique nature of the parish brings with it the need to ensure that planning is sympathetic to the many aspects of parish life, its heritage and cultures and this is the basis that neighbourhood planning status is sought.
21. Annual accounts approval
Members considered the annualaccounts as tabled bythe clerk. 

It was noted that the rounding ewrror on the prior years accounts had been corrected.

It was also noted that significant variances over 10% arose on sundries, attributable to Diamond Jubilee expenditure. And Cemetery where two annual contract costs fell in the same year. Members also discussed the annualinsurance premium and schedule of cover and agreed to maintain cover with the current supplier AON.

The fiancial regulations and risk assesement were noted as unchanged.

Members also agreed to change the bank mandates for all new councillors with a requirement for 2 signatories and the clerk as the nominated account holderwith no signatory rights other than to seek cheque books, statements etc.
Members also agreed the annual accounting statements and governance statements in accordance with the accounts detailed below, subject to audit:
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Bank Reconciliation

201112 ancial year ended 31 March 2013

Balance as per bank statement 31 March 2013
Bank of reland

Lloyds TSB

No petty cash account held

Less U/P cheques at 31 March 2013
Bank or lreland

Lioyds None

Unbanked income at 31 March 2013
VAT
Book balance

Cash Book
Opening Balance

Add receipts in the year
Less Payments in the year

Receipts
-19000 Precept
16 Interest
1625 Burial fees
1761 Vat
22402 Total receipts taking into acco

tinter bank transfers (5000)

Payments
4173 Salaries office
1880 Salaries handyman
371 Travel
250 Telephone
161 Stationery
0 Postage
0 Books and periodicals
1841 Insurances
444 Sundries/ admin
0 Professional Fees
261 Subscriptions
392 Audit Fees
2214 Cemetery
0 Electricity
1000 5.137
4146 Grounds and Open Space General
1838 Shelters seats and bins
210 Equipment
0 Furniture & Fittings
50 Playing Field
463 Store Rental & fitings
500 Environmmental ftrafiic schemes
1328 Vat
21322 Total payments taking into accou

Annual Return

Box

26403 Balances BF
19000 Precept
3402 Other receipts
6474 Staff
0 Loan
14847 Total other costs
27484 Balances fud
27484 Total cash and short tel

inter bank transfers (5000

857
858
859
860
861
862
863
864
865
866
867

v

201213

11543.98
20350.00
000

144.00
140.00
98.38
167.39
26000
500
2339
1194.17
1000.00
5436.00
42000

000

223663

-19000.00
2382
2725.00
223663

4483.30
1380.00
439.55
2114
31.98
60.00
000
190262
1883.26
000
269.06
362.00
4903.82
000
000
5881.84
500.00
1000.00
000
50.00
641,60
000
223663

27483.62
19000.00

4985.45
6523.99

1972281
2622027
2522227

20122013

31893.98

890833

223663
2522221

2748362
23985.45
-26246.79
2522221

23985.45

26246.79

27484
19000

4985
6524

19723
26222
25222
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Assets

Movements during the year
a) [The following Assets were purchased

Nane

) The following assets were disposed of
None

i
i

i
0

©) A 31 March 2013 the following assets were held

COMMUNITY ASSETS
Cemetery & Car Park

Play Equipment

New play equipment (see above)
BUILDINGS

Village Hall

Fountain
OTHER FIXED ASSETS

Personal Computer

Old personal computer (in need of repai)
Fax Machine

Bus shelters

Seats/Bins/planters

Gates & Fences

TOTAL ASSETS
The basis of valuation is replacement value.
Community land s valued at £1.00

Leases
Lessor  Blagdon estates
Purpose  Playing field
Rent
Expiry  2021.00

Borrowings

Debts outstanding as at 31 March 2011

Earmarked Reserves

Tenancies
Council as tenant
Councilst landlord

Other
Agency work
Advertising
Pensions

Payments made under section 137

Village Hall

1
W12

0
0
50784
7683
13000

125591

50

il
il
il
il
300
il

il
il
il

Custodian Trustee only
(Reg charity 522140)




Signed



Chairman



Date
	
	654



